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we 
Love Unbounded 


By Margaret S. Fellows 
Proverbs 18:24; Hebrews 4:15 


OW limited the love of earthly 
friends ! 
Eow frail the ties that bind us to each 
other ! 
A hasty word, a look, a thoughtless deed 
Oft breaks the heart of him we call 
our brother. 


We promise solemnly we ne’er will fail 
To lend a helping hand in time of need, 


Then careless, we forget. . . . But there 
is One 

Whose love endures beyens this mortal 
vale — 


The constant comforter when all forsake, 

To whom we turn, on whom we may 
depend, 

Who binds our wounds, 
each heartache, 

Our Saviour, faithful Friend unto the 
end! 


gives balm for 


ve 


Christian Courage 


There is a difference between de- 
fending ourselves and standing up for 
the Gospel. Frank Higgins, the lumber- 
jack “sky pilot,” once knocked down a 
bully who ordered him out of camp, 
and thereby gained the respect of the 
other lumberjacks and opened the way 
for the preaching of the Gospel. A sim- 


ilar story has just appeared in the No- 
vember-December issue of the British 
China’s Millions, There is an impressive 


notice of the passing of Admiral Sir 
James Startin at the age of ninety-three, 
who had been a member of the London 
Council of the -China Inland Mission 
since 1921. He was an outstanding 
Christian man, and the London Times 
entitled its obituary notice, “Bravest of 
the Brave.” In the China’s Millions 
article, by John B. Martin, is this story 
of Admiral Startin’s son: “Christian 
courage was the note so often struck 
in his public addresses, but still more 
powerful was the example of his life. 
His son, James, followed his father’s 
steps to the Navy and also in the path 
of Christian faith and courage. His 
father told the writer the following 
story. At the landing on the Gallipoli 
beaches James was shot, and died a few 
hours later. Before the attack upon the 
Dardanelles the troops were seasoned in 
Egypt, and James was quartered in a 
tent with others. For several days they 


& 


jeered at his prayers and his Christian 
life, which he bore without‘ resentment, 
but when one of his. companions blas- 
phemed Christ, James said, ‘You. have 
scoffed at me and I have not retaliated, 
but you must not speak ill of my Sav- 
iour; come outside!’ They went out of 
the tent and James knocked his com- 
panion down: When recounting the 
story his father said, ‘I would rather have 
heard that of him than that he had won 
the V.C.’” We need more of this com- 
bination of moral and physical courage 
in this easygoing day. Neither Admiral 
Startin nor his son would fall under the 
condemnation of these words of our 
Lord’s: “Whosoever therefore shall be 
ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation; of him 
also shall the Son of man be ashamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels” (Mark 
8:38). 


a4 


A Father's Duty to His Children 


assistants in Washington said to 

a Christian worker: “In our 
work, we need the help of men like 
yourself. We can apprehend the crim- 
inal, but we cannot change the human 
heart.” They had been speaking of Mr. 
Hoover’s article on “Crime and the Sun- 
day School,” published in Tre Sunpay 
Scoot TIMEs, February 7, 1918, and the 
implication was that the F.B.I. values 
the help of ministers and Sunday school 
teachers in checking the swelling tide 
of juvenile delinquency. But. the task 
of the Sunday school and church, as well 
as the great work of the F.B.I., has been 
made infinitely harder by the lack of 
Christian training and discipline in the 
home. Parents have sown the wind of 
lackadaisical indulgence, a spurious love 


O= of Director J. Edgar Hoover’s 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour. Jesus 
| Christ” (Titus 2:13). 




















that lets the children do as they please; 
and the country is reaping the whirlwind 
of insolence, insubordination, ignorance 
of the Bible, and inefficient workman- 
ship. Christian fathers must be willing 
to bear their half of the burden of train- 
ing their own children, 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path” (Psa. 119:105). 
This is the guiding principle for every 
Christian’s life, and, as he faces any im- 
portant problem, the believer’s first 
question should be, “What. saith’ the 
scripture?” (Rom. 4:3.) The family is 
like the human heart,. “for out of it are 
the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23). It is the 
nucleus of society, from which radiates 
the life of school, church, commerce, 
and government. The family was insti- 
tuted by God, and He has therefore 
given in His Word abundant instruction 
for the guidance of parents. The fol- 
lowing passages have special lessons for 
fathers: 

“For I know him [Abraham], that 
he will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord, to do justice and 
judgment; that the Lord may bring upon 
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Abraham that which he hath spoken of 
him” (Cen. 18:19). It is clear that Abra- 
ham, the friend of God (Isa, 41:8), was 
to have a vital part in the training of 
his children. 

“And these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them whén 
thou siitest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up” 
(Deut, 6:6, 7). A father cannot teach 
his ‘children the words of God unless he 
takes some time for it, and he cannot 
expect. them to listen willingly and 
cheerfully unless he takes at least a little 
time to become their friend and com- 
panion, 

“Lo, children are an heritage of the 
Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his 
reward. As arrows are in the hand of 
a mighty man; so are children of the 
youth. Happy is the man that hath his 
quiver full of them: they shall not be 
ashamed, but they shall speak with the 
enemies in the gate” (Psa. 127:3-5). This 
is diametrically opposed to the spirit of 
a large part of the world today. Para- 
phrased in the language of the world, 
sdéme of these phrases would read: Chil- 
dren are a nuisance, the fruit of the 
womb is a great mistake, as liabilities 
on the hands of a man, and unhappy is 
the man that has his quiver full of them. 
But these are fleshly perversions of what 
God intended to be a source of joy and 
of usefulness to the world. Large Chris- 
tian families are often the happiest; un- 
selfishness and co-operation are learned 
at home; and there is no greater joy than 
to see one’s children growing in grace 
and the knowledge of the Lerd. 

“Thu wive shall be as a fruitful vine 

by the sides of thine house: thy chil- 
dren like olive plants round about thy 
table. Behold, that thus shall the man 
be blessed that feareth the Lord” (Psa. 
123:3, 4). It is to be feared that too 
often fathers look on their children not 
as “olive plants” —that is, fruitful and 
useful trees—but rather like so many 
thern bushes, 
_ “And, ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath: but bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord” 
(Eph. 6:4). “Fathers, provoke not your 
children to anger, lest they be discour- 
aged” (Col. 3:21). It is often forgotten 
that the exhortation to “bring them up 
in’ the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord” is particularly to fathers. When 
the children know their father as a real 
friend, and when he shows his love for 
them in other ways than by providing 
their meals and clothing, they are less 
likely to be provoked to anger, and he 
is less likely to give them occasion to 
be. A litle play and fun together is like 
ail on the wheels of machinery. 

“And that ye study to be quiet, and 
to do your own business, and to work 
with ycur own hands, as we commanded 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


you” (1 Thess. 4:11). The training of 
his children is a very vital part of a 
Christian father’s “own business,” and 
he cannot “be quiet” and give some of 
his attention to this business, which no 
one else can do so evell in the case of 
his own children, if his time is too much 
taken up with outside duties. It is 
very significant that this exhortation to 
every Christian to do his own duty well 
comes just before the great passage on 
the second coming of the Lord. 

“But if ary provide not for his own, 
and specially for those of his own house, 
he hath denicd the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel” (1 Tim. 5:8). Doubtless 
this text does apply primarily to the 
provision of material needs, such as food 
and clothing; but if a father neglects his 
duty to his children in respect to spir- 
itual as well as material things, then he 
is not providing for his own household 
in the fullest sense of the word, 

“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with 
them according to knowled7e, giving 
honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker 


(Continued on page 2°) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Earth's Glorious Future 


One rson in commenting. on the 
lesson for December 26 says: “What 
needs to be changed in this present 
world is human character. Sin is all 
that is wrong with it! The material 
world is the bes* that God in His wis- 
= can make (Gen. 1:31; Psa. 104: 

In Genesis 3:17 God said to Adam, 
“Cursed is the ground for thy sake.” 
He further said, “Thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” 
What do these statements imply? 

Revelation 21:1, “And there was no 
more sea.” Does that mean no more 
large bodies of water?—An Indiana 
reader, 

God has other plans for this earth be- 
sides a change in human hearts, though 
that is very necessary. Man’s first sin 
brought woe not only to the whole hu- 
man race, but also to the physical earth, 
The material world was perfect, but sin 
wrought havoc in it. 

The first two verses mentioned above 
are these: “And God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good. And the evening and the 
morning were the sixth day” (Gen, 1: 
31); “O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works! in wisdom hast thou made them 
all: the earth is full of thy riches” (Psa, 
104: 24). s Everything that God had made 
“was very good” until Adam and Eve 
sinned, but in the third chapter of Gen- 
esis we have the record of their fall and 
distressing changes in the whole face of 
nature. The phrases from verses 17 and 
18 quoted by the reader are a clear state- 
ment of fact and a plain prophecy whose 
fulfillment is only too evident throughout 
the earth to this day. Man must work 
for a living, and the curse extends 
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through the animal and vegetable king- 
doms. Mountain lions kill deer, hawks 
kill smaller birds and animals, parasites 
kill trees and shrubs, and weeds choke 
up vegetable gardens. But since man 
sinned, work has been a blessing, for it 
keeps him occupied; and God in His 
goodness has established a balance in 
nature, so that even birds of: prey and 
some parasites have a very useful place. 

But the day is coming when even the 
curse will be removed. One of the most 
vivid prophecies of the restoration to 
take place in the millennium, when the 
Lord Jesus returns to reign, is found in 
Isaiah 11, with such promises as these: 
“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid; and the calf and the young lion and 
the fatling together; and a little child 
shall lead them. And the cow and the 
bear shall feed; their young ones shall 
lie-down together: and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. And the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice’ den” (vs, 6-£), (Tote 
the context of “a little child sh-ll lead 
them,” so often misapplied.) Aczin Ica- 
iah looks forward to that glorious time, 
saying: “I will plant in the wilderness 
the cedar, the shittah tree, and the mrr- 
tle, and the oil tree; I will set in the 
desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the 
box tree together” (41:19); “Instead of 
the thorn shall come up the fir tree, 
and instead of the brier shall ¢Gome ud 
the myrtle tree: and it shall be ‘to the 
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sizn 
that shall not be cut off” (55:13). The 
Bible looks forward to “the times of res- 
titution of all things” (Acts 3:21); and, 
in the final consummation of Goc’s gra- 
cious plans, in the new heaven and new 
earth, “God shall wipe away’ all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more’ pain: 
for the former things are passed away” 
(Rev. 21:4). So it is clear that God will 
finally remove from earth all the evil 
that sin has brought upon it. Isaac Watts 
looked forward to this time when he 
wrote: 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found. 

Some expositors hold that the sea in 
Revelation 21 represents the restless, un- 
regenerate nations of men. But there 
is no indication in the context that the 
expression “there was no more sea” is 
figurative, and it is best to take Bible 
phrases literally unless there is a clear 
indication that they are figurative. The 
comment of Jamieson, Fausset & Brown 
is as follows: 

“No more sea—the type of perpetual 
unrest (Isa. 57:20; Mark 4:39). Hence 
our Lord ‘rebukes’ it as an unruly hos- 
tile troubler of His people. It symbol- 
ized the political tumults out of which 


(Continued on page 35) 
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IX. Modern Education Prepares the Way for Final Events 


How the seeds of atheism are being sown in the minds 
of millions of men and women, boys and girls 


WOULD like to begin this article 

with .a statement that does not 

directly apply to the subject of edu- 
cation, but to the whole series of articles 
which it has been my privilege to con- 
tribute to the columns of THE Sunpay 
ScHoot Trmes. Recently while com- 
fortably enclosed in a roomette, travel- 
ing from Chicago to Pasadena, “I had 
the opportunity of reading the New Tes- 
tament straight through and making 
careful notes on all of its many refer- 
ences to the future, and the conviction 
came-over me in.a new way, deeper and 
more powerful than ever, that the pic- 
ture which the New Testament gives of 
the close of this age is a very, very dark 
picture, in which there is only one light, 
and that comes from Heaven—the 
promise that the Lord will be with His 
own as they preach the Gospel. Apart 
from that, there is nothing but deep 
darkness and tragedy ahead, up to the 
time when. our blessed Lord returns in 
glory. Just this week I was going 
through some of my files and came upon 
a, page I had written in preparation for 
“Therefore Stand,” possibly four years 
ago, taken from no less a person than 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr of Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary which says exactly what 
was borne in upon my mind after hours 
and hours of constant reading in the 
New Testament, in his too-little known 
volume, “Europe’s Catastrophe and the 
Christian Faith” (London, 1940). He 
says: “It is significant that the New 
Testament invariably pictures human 
history as moving toward a climax in 
which evil becomes more and more 
naked and unashamed, pride more arro- 
gant, and conflict more covert. These 
various apocalyptic visions taken seri- 
ously point to an interpretation of his- 
tory in which there is no suggestion of 
a progressive triumph of good over evil, 
but rather a gradual sharpening of the 
distinction between good and evil.” 


Education’s Enormous Influence 

Apart from the deep, irresistible polit- 
ical. currents which are binding the 
nations of the world into one global 
government, the most powerful single 
factor working today for preparing man- 
kind for the events that the Word of 
God predicts will occur at the end of 
this age is in the field of education. Of 
course, education has always had an 
enormous influence over what a man 
thinks, what he is, and what he does. 
If it does not, it has failed. Education 
inevitably gives men a particular outlook 
on life, and some convictions concerning 
God, ethical values, the future life, what 


Though Dr. Smith’s series is longer 
than it was announced to be, Times 
readers are welcoming his articles 
because of the valuable, up-to-date, 
and startling facts that he is giving 
them. It is hardly fair to Dr. Smith 
or the Times for readers to expect 
that every writer quoted must be 
theologically sound, unless warning 
is given, for some of Dr. Smith’s 
quotations assume a special signifi- 
cance when it is realized that they 
come from Liberals; and it is prac- 
tically impossible for Dr. Smith and 
the Editors to find out what are the 
theological views of all these writers. 
Moreover, Dr. Smith has one of the 
largest and finest p-ivate libraries 
of religious books in the country, 
and he must have liberty to quote 
from it freely. For example, in this 
article he gives some very striking 
sentences from Réinhold Niebuhr of 
Union Theological Seminary —a 
Modernist writer and a Modernist 
school. This is the ninth article in 
the series, to be followed next week 
by further examples of the deliber- 
ate cultivation and. encouragement 
of unbelief. 








is thought to be worth while, what is 
to be believed. 

To begin with, education is more com- 
prehensive in its influence today than 
ever. This fall of 1948, 32,000,000 men 
and women, boys and girls in America 
entered buildings for education. It is es- 
timated that by 1956 this will reach 39,- 
000,000. Today we have nearly 23,000,000 
enrolled in grammar schools, something 
over 6,000,000 in high schools, and 2,500,- 
000 in our colleges. This means that 
about one-fifth of all the people living 
in this country are in school. What our 
people think twenty-five years from now 
will, in a large part, be determined by 
what they are being taught today, Fur- 
thermore, millions and millions of people 
who, like their ancestors, for centuries, 
have never had the privilege of reading 
or writing are now becoming literate. 
Since 1913, newspaper circulation in 
Russia has risen from three to thirty- 
nine million, and “there are probably at 
least thirty-five million newspaper buy- 
ers in Russia who have never had a 
chance of seeing anything else than a 
Communist paper.” 

Dr. Laubach recently declared in New 
York City that in the next ten years 
500,000,000 pecple in the Near East and 
the Far East will be taught to read, if 
plans for lifting the level of literacy now 
launched are successfully carried out, 


By WILBUR. M. SMITH, D.D. 


and no one who is acquainted with Lau- 
bach’s method of teaching men to read 
and write will doubt this statement. 

In addition, we have a great and 
worthy movement for adult education 
today, and hundreds of thousands, in 
fact, millions of adults employed during 
the day have gone back to school to 
increase their knowledge, with the idea 
of ultimately increasing their earning 
power. We have the movement for read- 
ing the world’s best books. We also have 
that enormously influential force, ‘mass 
communication by radio, so that if a 
message could be thought significant 
enough, translators could easily be se- 
cured, as in the Nuremberg trials, so 
that at least one billion people in the 
world could hear a message delivered 
by any individual, all within the same 
hour. 


International Understanding’s Ultimate 


With the ears, and minds, and hearts 
of men open today as never before for 
instruction, and with many powerful 
agencies engaged in meeting this deep 
longing, one must ask what factors in 
this world-wide increase of educational 
effort make for the setting of the stage 
where such events can take place as 
are predicted in the New Testament. 
In the first place, our education is now 
geared to what might be called a pro-. 
gram for international understanding. 
This involves a number of world ‘or- 
ganizations for those engaged in educa- 
tional programs, as, for instance, the 
World Federation of Education Associa- 
tions organized in 1923, the International 
Committee on Intellectual Co-opération 
of the League of Nations, and now the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization. International 
understanding in itself is a worthy ob- 
jective, but underneath this program are 
some very serious currents of thought. 
In promoting international understand- 
ing a fundamental tenet is that we must 
do nothing or say nothing to arouse any 
national or racial prejudices. All this 
sounds good, but in this program thé 
assumption is that we must not say ahy- 
thing to arouse any religious antago- 
nism; in fact, the supposition is that no 
religion should pretend to have a mo- 
nopoly on truth, and we should recog- 
nize the values of all religions, and then 
try to work together and finally make 
an eclectic faith that can be acceptable 
to all mankind. This is one of the most 
serious movements of modern thought, 

You will not find any acquiescence in 
such a compromising attitude in the New 
Testament. The Apostle Paul did not 


(Continued on page 26) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





taking on new life. The new dean, 

Dr, Fish, educated at Harvard and 
Newton Seminary, was long instructor in 
‘the National Bible Institute, New York. 
Professor Herbert V. Hotchkiss wes 
trained in Pennsylvania, Cornell, and 
Princeton, and was instructor in engineer- 
ing at Cornell before being called to the 
ininistry. His theological course was at 
Westminster. Professor Starkey was an 
engineering draftsman in General Mo- 
tors, and an atheist. After his conver- 
‘sion and call to the defense of the Gospel 
he once scorned, he took training in 
several universities and had three years 
in theology in Southern Baptist Semi- 
nary. 

This seminary stands for uncompro- 

mising separation from all organizations 
compounding with Modernism. Its con- 
fidence is in Him whom “the Stone of 
Help” memorialized: “Hitherto has the 
Lord helped. In daily prayer we look 
to the Lord to provide the $1,500 monthly 
expense of the school.” Which is cer- 
tainly a pittance for such a faculty of 
six members! One fine ministry is that 
of evangelical teacher training, two ex- 
tension courses each week for Sunday 
school teachers and others. A fifty per 
cent increase in enrollment is expected 
in the present term, 
* The school asks pastors and others 
who have unused books required in the- 
ological training to send them to 560 S. 
St. Louis St., Los Angeles 33, so that 
a working library may be built up. 


Tx Los Angeles Baptist Seminary is 


To those who think the language of 
the King James Version is too archaic 
to be understood of the common man 
and want new translations, one could 
recommend a letter printed in the Bible 
Society Record from a cclored man 
whom four hours reading on the Gospel 
of John on Princess €£t., Wilmington, 
brought to Christ. “Since then,” he 
says, “God have told me to tell every- 
body of the world to stop their wrong- 
doing and go to God. I want you to 
give one to every governor and then 
one to every cop, and tell them to read 
it. four hours and see if they can be 
born again. I have found God on this 
March 13, 1948, so I can talk to other 
people about it. If they don’t all under- 
stand I w:ll talk to them about Him right 
on, on, on, and on, blest God! Now 
I’m one of God’s people, and I know it. 
I want you to send me as many of these 
Gospel according to St. John so I can 
give to the people out on the street and 
for the school children. My name is 
Rudolph St. George.” 

So does the Spirit work with the Word. 


The Hindu Governor-General of India 
spoke at the cornerstone laying of a new 
Y.M.C.A, hostel in Nagpur recently, and 
told the people of India that they need 
not be apprehensive because of the word 
Christian in the “Y’s” title: “I would 
reassure all doubters that the Y.M.C.A. 
has nothing to do with Christianity as 
a denomination or with proselytizing. 
It is an expression of good will for all 
people.” 

But that is just what the Gospel is, 
“good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people.” An organization which 
is not giving the Gospel to people is 
doing them a grievous disservice. 


There is a Y.M.C.A. in Dublin which 
understands this and puts the Gospel 
to the fore. In its meetings last year 
more than two hundred men and women 
registered their decision to follow Christ, 
It has 8.30 p.m. Sunday services after 
the church services of the city are over, 
attendance at which at times reaches two 
thousand; also a Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting, a Sunday Bible Class, 
and open-air preaching. It encourages 
its members at all times to carry a New 
Testament with them. From it have 
gone out missions into Donegal, Mayo, 
Sligo, and Galway. It has held conven- 
ticns in Cavan, Wexford, Cork, West 
Meath, Fermanagh, and Kilkenny. In 
fairs and market places its testimony is 
heard. The well-beloved Captain Regi- 
nald Wallis initiated this evangelization 
scheme before his death, and it is now 
being carried on ty two laymen, Messrs, 
Cochrane and Reyner. 

John Cochrane, one of a family of ten, 
was reared in a Dublin basement 
kitchen, served in the British Navy in 
World War I, was converted from 
Catholicism in a Y.M.C.A. meeting “when 
he hardly had a trousers and shirt on, 
owed $200 for liquor, and had been in 
the hands of the police.” During the 
past sixteen years hundreds of souls 
have been won to Christ, 

Ireland has only seven per cent of 
Protestants in its population, and one 
can imagine what courage this witness 
requires. The two evangelists have 
lived these years in a light plywood 
trailer which has well-nigh, run out 
and ought to be replaced. If there is 
any American’Christian who would like 
to help here he might communicate with 
Mr. W. L. Williams, Maranatha, 300 Col- 
lins Ave., Dublin, Ireland, a Y.M.C.A. 
manager. Advance of the Reformation 
in Ireland can mean much to America 
whose Irish constitute here the right arm 
of the Church of Rome. 


Echoes Frem Amsterdam.—A French 
delegate, M. Jean Cadier, writes: “I left 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Amsterdam, if I may be allowed to say 
it, with a certain humiliation at the 
crushing majority by which Anglo- 
Saxon Protestantism was there repre- 
sented. In fact, in spite of some words 
of President Boegner, whose beautiful 
eloquence was as music for us, and the 
rough Germanic apostrophes of Karl 
Barth and Niemoeller, one’ heard only 
English. Let us hurry to learn it quickly. 
Without doubt in Heaven it will be the 
only tongue.” 

The reporter for the Scottish church 
organ, Life and Work, was more spe- 
cific: “I'd like to say a personal word 
about the Americans. By virtue of their 
number they made thcir presence felt 
from the beginning. Many of us, if we 
were being quite candid, were at first 
a little disconcerted by their ubiquity 
and their robustiousness . , , but the bet- 
ter we have got to know them,.the more 
we have come to appreciate their hon- 
esty, friendliness, and zest.” 

The ecumenical-friendly Christian 
Century admits other limitations. The 
Eastern Orthodox churches “are not 
very much at home with the conceptions 
of religious freedom that won acceptance 
there.” “The new organization offers 
little in the way of defense of Protes- 
tantism in Roman Catholic countries, In 
fact, it frequently gives the impression 
of wishing no one would be rude enoug, 
to suggest that there is any such issue.” 
It also protested against the strong rep- 
resentation given the. European state 
churches, quoting Arnold Toynbee to 
the effect that nowhere in the Christian 
world are the vital forces of the gospel 
so weak as in these state churches. 

Finally, we are told that the World 
Council budget of a little over half a 
million dollars a year is “ridiculously 
inadequate in the face of the tasks it 
should undertake.” As Europe certainly 
cannot subsidize this new creation of the 
Federal Council, it looks as if American 
Christians would be called on to shoul- 
der this one more parasitic organization. 


Mr. Lester Huber, working among the 
Azande of French Equatorial Africa, 
says that disease abounds on every side 
—leprosy, sleeping sickness, huge 
goiters, infectious itch, yaws, venereal 
sickness, tuberculosis, ulcers. There is 
no segregation, and disease spreads rap- 
idly. Spiritual need is equally great. 
The Azande live in a spirit world of 
which we know nothing, in continual 
fear of evil spirits, curses, and death. 
They insist they must worship Satan 
or he will do terrible things to them. 
Their w‘tch coctors are in constant touch 
with evil spirits. 

“I wish you could look in on our 
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Lesson for January 23 


chapel. on a Sunday morning. Most of 
the raw heathen wear practically noth- 
ing — the men are dressed in loin cloths, 
the women in aprons of leaves. It is 
wonderful to realize that God causes the 
ignorant, uncouth Azande to understand 
that which is not perceived by educa- 
tion but by the heart. When the re- 
sponse comes, it is a miracle of grace. 
Seldom is there a Sunday service with- 
out souls being saved, and salvation 
brings deliverance from the bondage of 
Satan and evil spirits. 

“Always I marvel at the prayers of 
saved Africans. They seem never to 
pray without mentioning the vital truths 


of Scripture. They thank God for send-- 


ing His Son to die on the cross for their 
sins.. They pray that they may be made 
ready for His glorious appearing. They 
intercede for the lost. God must be 
well pleased with their prayers, for they 
are humble, simple, and full of thanks. 
They know that they are dependent. on 
Him for everything that pertains to life 
and godliness.” 


Of the situation in India, Robert Clark 
of Mandelshwar, Central India, writes: 

“These are great, yet anxious, days to 
be living in India. British rule has gone, 
and I am convinced that it has left a 
considerable deposit of good will in the 
minds of the common people, mere than 
I should have predicted a few months 
ago. With the withdrawal of the British 
edministration there is going, too, the 
suspicion that missions are merely a 
fifth column of foreign imperialism. As 
civil and military forces are leaving the 
country while we stay on, people are 
beginning to inquire more deeply into 
the real reason we are here.” 

He tells of a Mohammedan revenue 
officer who, encouraged by a former 
Christian Minister of Education, is en- 
gaged in a jihad against illiteracy. He 
has by his enthusiasm and untiring work 
infused a passion to learn in the people 
of his whole district. In village after 
village the movement caught fire until, 
before the rains broke, nearly 4,000 were 
enrolled in night classes. Anyone who 
could read became a volunteer teacher. 
They wrote on the walls of mud houses 
for blackboards. Pupils wrote with 
lumps of clay on boards or stones. Wood 
fires served as lamps. Hindus, Moslems, 
outcastes, aborigines—all eng&ged in 
study. The official with untiring energy 
drove from village to village, staying 
out until midnight every night in the 
week. When the rains cease he will 
begin again. 


The Rev. George N. Taylor carries on 
newspaper evangelism in the West 
Coast newspapers, and a recent para- 
graph was lit up with this vivid testi- 


' Mony: 


“Divorce Headed Off. We met at a 
public dance, fell in love, married, and 
then began to fall out. Divorce was 
looming up, and I saw that I must act, 
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I was led ‘to read the Bible and to pray 
to God, and He saved me out of my sin- 
ful life. But Nelson kept on drinking 
and made things harder for me than 
ever. Then one night, when he was 
asleep, I laid my hand on him and gave 
him over in prayer to God to handle. 
Right then Nelson began to change, for 
the very next morning he asked me to 
say grace over the breakfast. From 
that on he took to the Bible, and one 
day as he sat reading it, God converted 
him. And all these years since our 
home has been a heaven on earth.” 


The Hebrew Lutheran began to dis- 
tribute the Gospel of Matthew in Yid- 
dish. Although 10,000 copies were 
printed, demands for them have been 
so great that they are now all gone, 
Such is the mounting Jewish interest 
in the Gospel. 

It is unfortunate that Luther’s book, 
“The Jews and Their Lies,” should be 
reprinted at this time. Luther, as so 
many of the period, had little of what 
the French call mesure. He lay about 
him immoderately: “Germans are brutes 
and stupid beasts, swilling swine, much 
worse than the Jews,” which no doubt 
was true of some Germans. “The wrath 
of God is on the Jews,” he insisted which 
again is true. Then he softened, “Dear 
God, Heavenly Father, turn about and 
let Thy wrath come to an end for the 
sake of Thy dear Son. May Christ, our 
dear Lord, mercifully convert them, 
Amen !” 

It is good to learn from Mr. Peltz that 
the prayer is finding answer in Rumania. 
One Jewish Christian pastor writes: 
“There is love and joy among us as 
never before. Brethren and sisters cry 
out for joy when they see one another. 
There are conversions every Sunday. 
Strange things are happening. I have 
been invited to preach to Roman Cath- 
olics next week. On the other hand, the 
rabbis, under their new Chief Rabbi, 
who is an outspoken Communist and 
atheist, are constantly egging on the 
authorities to imprison us Hebrew Chris- 
tians. ... We hope soon to baptize thirty 
Jews and Jewesses.” 

The Hebrew Christian of London 
writes of good news from Hungary. “Our 
brethren there enjoy freedom to preach 
the Gospel without let or hindrance, and 
are making splendid use of their oppor- 
tunity. They hold fourteen Bible classes 
weekly in Budapest, and these are at- 
tended both by Hebrew Christians and 
Jews.” 


M. Daniel Parker, an American long 
naturalized in France, is the general 
secretary of a French committee for 
public morals. Under his leadership, 
with that of the late M. Pouresey, re- 
markable reforms have been put 
through, among them the following: 

The law of July 30, 1939, for the moral 
defense of youth. By it there has been 
a mighty sweeping away of ninety per 
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cent of pornographic publications from 
French bookshops and newsstands. 

The law. of April 13, 1946, closing 
houses of prostitution. In spite of or- 
ganized and systematic sabotage, a pow- 
erful and organized network for the 
commercial exploitation of vice has been 
destroyed. This has been followed by 
a marked decline in the curve of vene- 
real disease, till then ever rising. 

May and June, 1948. In the enforce- 
ment of a circular from the Minister of 
the Interior, a large number of prefects 
have received orders for the prohibi- 
tion by name of an imposing series of 
pornographic publications, 

“All these activities,” writes M. 
Parker, “are inspired by a burdensome 
sense that we Christians, disciples of 
Jesus Christ, are responsible. “Ye are 
the salt of the earth”; “ye are the light 
of the world.” And God gives us power 
in His name to win the victory. 

-The great obstacle, according to M. 
Parker, has not been the vice trust or 
the drink sellers, or the ridicule, insults, 
and threats of certain newspapers which 
are a disgrace to our country, “The great 
obstacle has been indifference of nice 
people, the spirit of literary and artistic 
dilettanti, of numbers of Christians who 
ought to be at the forefront of the fight. 
They have not understood that, as Chris- 
tians, they will be held responsible if, 
because of their indifference, young peo- 
ple are lost, body and soul, and if in 
this world of moral decomposition, a 
truly Chrisitan witness is not given with 
clearness and power.” 


American churches might well adopt 
the custom of Calvin’s Switzerland, 
which still survives, of having the Bible 
lie open on the Communion table 
throughout the week in evéry church, 
This was the Church’s witness to the 
Real Presence of Christ in Scripture as 
opposed to the dogma of an alleged Real 
Presence in the Reserved Sacrament in 
clerical churches. 

Dominicans in France are pushing the 
sale of the Bible among the social and 
intelléctual elite. In Tiibingen and 
Wiirttemberg, a Dominican professor is 
giving a course in the Bible — very pop- 
ular—on the world situation and the 
New Testament. 


Brief Notes 


At the time of massacre in Turkey and 
the Near East, some 70,00 Armenians 
escaped to France and are there settled. 
Among them are fourteen churches 
which belong to the Union of Evangel- 
ical Armenian Churches. While these 
evangelicals are respectful toward the 
ancient Armenian Church, they cannot 
but undertake the evangelization and 
protection of young people belonging to 
the old church, since these are in dan- 
ger of being absorbed into Roman Ca- 
tholicism, or altogether falling away into 
unbelief and irreligion. 
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‘Modern Education Prepares the 
Way for Final Events 
(Continued from page 23) 


go about trying to make a synthetic re- 
ligion out of the person of Christ, the 
worship:-of Jupiter, and the gods of 
Greece. and Rome. He denounced the 
gods of the Mediterranean as dead and 
false. He said if any man preached any- 
thing but the Gospel of Christ, crucified 
and risen again, he was preaching a 
false gospel, and only by this message 
could men be saved. He did not say there 
were fragments of truth scattered about 
in the then decaying cults of the Graeco- 
Roman world, but he said in Christ were 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge, and he believed Christ’s own 
words when He said He was the truth, 
and no man could come to the Father 
but by Him. Our modern educational 
program is attempting to deny this, and 
to make for a world religion which will 
prove a perfect preparation for all the 
deceptions, the false prophets, the false 
christs, and Antichrist himself. 

Let me illustrate this from only one 
text, and this an official one, “Funda- 
mental Education, Common Ground for 
All Peoples.” The subtitle reads, “Re- 
port of a Special Committee to the Pre- 
paratory Commission of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cul- 
tural Organization.” (Published by Mac- 
millan, 1947.) Among the contributors 
to this book are some of the most im- 
portant leaders of thought in the world 
today. I look in vain in the fourteen 
columns of the index for anything re- 
lating to the Bible, or to God, or to Chris- 
tiani‘y, or to Jesus Christ. Here is a 
program for educating the world which 
utterly ignores. Christianity, the only 
true ard living God, and Jesus Christ 
whom He has sent. But it does not 
ignore the other religions of the world. 
For example, we read here concerning 
“countries in which religion is the main 
teacher of men,” that “Islam, Confu- 
cianism, and Judaism possess a living, 
moral force which popular education 
must take into account” (p. 150). Of 
course, with Julian Huxley dominating 
the councils of UNESCO at that time, and 
writing the Foreword to this bock, one 
would hardly expect anything else. But 
this is a-very serious matter when those 
who are going to educate humanity in 
“world values” are finding values in the 
dying religions of the Orient, but give 
no attention to the vitality that is always 
found in Christianity. 

In addition to an extensive treatment 
of ‘this subject of the incteasing in- 
sistence upon a world religion in our day 
in my volume, “Therefore Stand,” may 
I place before my readers some of the 
more recent reassertions of this subtle 
attitude. Professor William E. Hocking, 
the dominating philoséphic mind of 
Harvard University today, says in his 
discussion of “The Cultural and Religious 
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’ Organization of the Future,” in “Toward 


International Organization”: “For the 
future of world organization, . the 
spreading character of religion has a 
double importance. Every religion has 
its code; and these codes show diversi- 
ties. But within them there is a com- 
mon core.” For us, the core of our 
religion is Jesus Christ, but it is not 
the core of any other religion, and when 
we depart from that central fact we 
have forsaken Christ and His Gospel 
and we should never forget it. Hock- 
ing goes on to say that what is needed 
more than anything else to foster this 
world-religion idea is “the university 
life which in all great states is now the 
center of appreciation for the other as- 
pects of world culture.” In the recently 
published “Learning and World Peace,” 
the Eighth Symposium of the Conference 
on Science, Philosophy, and Religion, 
probably the most important intellectual 
annual conference held in this country, 
one of the speakers, Swami Nikhilan- 
anda, Founder and Spiritual Leader, 
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda Center, New 
York, goes so far as to say that “a min- 
ister should frequently quo‘e from scrip- 
tures other than his own to explain the 
reality of God and spiritual values. A 
church should celebrate the holy days 
and sacred occasions of other churches. 
This broadens our perspective and pro- 
motes human fellowship.” Whatever fol- 
lowing this suggestion might promote, 
one thing is sure, it will Ceny the cen- 
trality and pre-eminence of the Christian 
faith. 

Again, there is a vast preparation now 
going on for the radical changing of 
our textbooks. Some time ago the fol- 
lowing appeared in a very important, 
column-long article in the New York 
Times, from Endicott, N. Y.: “Elimina- 
tion of the nationalistic biases found in 
history and geography textbooks of the 
world was urged today by ecucators 
representing thirty countries, who are 
attending the world conference of the 
teaching profession, called to create a 
new international education organiza- 
tion. An attack on the chauvinistic and 
jingoistic slant .found in many school 
books was proposed here as one way 
to create better world understanding and 
mutual respect among different cultural 
groups. The educators recommended 
that a commissicn be established to cre- 
ate international history and geography 
texts that might be used in every school 
system of the world. Stressing the im- 
portance of working toward mutual help 
and better understanding, the ecucators 
warned that frequently the world’s peo- 
ples got distorted pictures of each other. 
A proposal was made that a world-wide 
commission of renowned scholars, rep- 
resenting the leading countries of the 
world, be established to analyze exist- 
ing textbooks and lay the groundwork 
for an entirely new approach in the 
writing of texts.” 

(To be continued) 
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A Father's Duty to His Children 
(Continued from second page) 


vessel, and as being heirs together of 
the grace of life; that your prayers be 
not hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7). This is one 
of the most beautiful passages of Scrip- 
ture. on married life, and it shows that 
husband and wife should work together 
in all that concerns the home. Taking 
as his title, “Heirs Together of the Grace 
of Life,” Mr. Marshall Broomhall of the 
China Inland Mission wrote the lovely 
story of his own father and mother, 
who had ten children. (It is now out of 
print.) 

“I have no greater joy than to hear 
that my children walk in truth” (3 John 
4). Ifa father is to know this great joy, 
which the aged Apostle John felt in 
respect to his spiritual children, he must 
be prepared to spend time, thought, and 
prayer in their training. 

The problem in many Christian fam- 
ilies in these busy days is evidently one 
of balance, as in every other aspect of 
the Christian life. We all need balance, 
and in order to keep it we need constant 
wisdom and grace from the Lord. No 
man can tell another exactly how much 
time he should give to his family, how 
much to his business, and how much to 
his church. People are d#fferent in their 
physical make-up. Some require more 
sleep than others, and cannot stand as 
many committee meetings and as much 
platform work as others. Only God can 
show a man just how much time and 
energy he should devote to each part 
of his life, but He has promised wisdom 
to those who ask it. “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 
We simply cannot model our lives on 
those of others, for our strength, capac- 
ities, and circumstances are different. 

A Christian father might find that con- 
siderable light would be thrown on his 
own duty if he would test himself by 
the following questions: 

1. If,-during the engagement, I was 
quick to help my fiancee with little 
things, have I not now infinitely more 
reason to share the burdens of our own 
growing family? b 

2. Can I do my daily work properly if 
I spend too many nights out, even in 
Christian work? 

3. If I accept too many offices in the 
church, have I an eye to God’s glory, or 
men’s good opinion? 

4. Am I not more concerned over what 
church members and officers will think 
of me, than of what my young children 
may think? 

None of these questions is intended in 
any way to minimize the importance of 
work in a sound church, and the great 
need there is for solid Christian men to 
accept places of leadership in church 
and Sunday school. But often Christian 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. JAN. 23. JESUS AND THE PREPARATORY MINISTRY CF JORIN 
Matthew 3; Luke 3:1-23a; 7:18-35; John 1:19-34; printed text, Matthew 3:4-17 
Golden Text.—Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.—Ma t. 3:2 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 3:4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, 
and a leathern girdle about his loins; and h:s meat was locusts 
and wild honey. 

5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, 
the region round about Jordan, 

6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come 
to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 

9 And think not to say within yourselves, We hae A*raham to 
our father: for I say untg you, that God is able of these stones 
to raise up children unto Abraham. 

10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good f:uit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. 

11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he 
that cometh after: me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire: 


and all Judza, and all 


12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 
floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be 
baptized of him. 

14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of 
thee, and comest thou to me? 

15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: 
for thus it becometh’ us +o fulfil all righteousness. Then he 
suffered him. 

16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway. out 
cf the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and 
he saw the Spirit of .God descending like a dove, and lighting 
upon him: 

17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I ‘em well pleased. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 

° and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E testimony of John the Baptist 
was all-important because the 
Scriptures. of the prophets had de- 
clared definitely that the coming or ap- 
pearance of the Messiah was to be pre- 
ceded by that of the messenger, who was 
to go before His face to prepare the 
hearts of the people to receive their 
King. The forerunner was to come as 
an Elijah, to destroy all things — to bring 
the remnant in Israel back to God and 
to herald the approaching advent of the 
Redeemer-King. John came in exact 
fulfillment of these predictions, as set 
forth in Isaiah 40 and Malachi 4. His 
was a preparatory ministry of most 
searching character. He began with a 
trumpet call to repentance. He separated 
the waiting remnant from the unreal 
mass by a baptism for the remission of 
sins. It was not that baptism in itself 
procured remission, but it was the con- 
fession, on’ the part of those who with 
honest hearts and exercised consciences 
submitted to it, that they were sinners 
who deserved to die, but who were 
counting on the mercy of God to be ex- 
tended to them, through Him whom John 
proclaimed as “the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 
1:29). It was given to John thus to 
announce the Kingdom of Heaven, into 
which all were invited to enter, but 
his ministry ended when that of the 
King Himself was well under way, 
The Historical Setting 
‘John the Baptist confined his minis- 
try largely to the Jordan Valley. Luke 
gives us a definite date for its start, 
which answers to our A.D. 26, according 


_ honey.” 
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to what would seem to be the most 
reliable chronological records. The bap- 
tism of Jesus took place early in A.D. 27, 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 3:4—“John had his raiment of 
camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle... 
and his meat was locusts and wild 
John the Baptist was a man of 
the desert. His dress was much like 
that of Elijah, in whose spirit he came. 
He ate the food which the Lew classed 
as clean: locusts, prepared very much as 
our shrimp are today, and wild honey 
found in the rocks and hollow trees. 

Verse 5.—“Then went out to him Jerusa- 
lem, ana all Judea, and all the region 
round about.” His ministry affected not 
only the people of Galilee, but those of 
the south also. People from all over 
the land flocked to hear this strange, 
desert preacher, who had so suddenly 
risen up to proclaim the coming of the 
long-expected King and to call the nation 
to prepare for His advent by turning to 
God in repentance. 

Verse 6.—“Baptized of-him in Jordan.” 
By this rite they openly confessed that 
they were sinners needing a Saviour. 
By their baptism they acknowledged the 
truth of the message that John. pro- 
claimed and in this way the remnant 
were separated from those who refused 
to believe and repent, 

Verse 17.—“Generation of vipers.” 
Again and again sin is referred to in 
the Old Testament as the poison of the 
serpent. Those who accept the leader- 
ship of the Devil are denominated “his 
seed” (Gen. 3:15). John sternly rebuked 
the self-righteous Pharisees as the brood 
of the serpent because they preferred 
sin to holiness and sought to cover this 
iniquity. by’a pretense of righteousness. 

Verse 8.—“Fruits meet for repentance.” 


That is, evidence in the life that one 
had turned from sin to God and now 
sought to walk in obedience to His Word. 


Verse 9.—“We have Abraham to our 
father.” This was the proud boast of 
these legalists, who rested in the fact 
that they came from Abraham by natu- 
ral descent, but who were bereft of 
Abraham's faith. 


Verse 10.—*The axe is laid unto the 
root of the trees.” Much preaching and 
teaching today, as then, is but laying the 
ax to the fruit of the tree. But the en- 
tire tree — representing the nc‘ural man 
— must be dealt with in judgment, Mere 
reformation will not suffice. Tiere must 
be a setting aside of the man born after 
the flesh, and a new life produced by 
the Word and Spirit of God. 


Verse 11—“He that cometh. after me 
. Shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire.’ No man-could 
do. this. Christ is the divine, Son, who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit: all whe 
believe in Him, thus bringing them. into 
one body with Himself (1 Cor, 12:12, 
1c). It is He, too, who baptizes - the 
wicked in the fire of judgment. 


Verse 12.—“He will . . : cather his 
wheat into the garner; but he will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable °fire.” 
This makes clear what is spoken of in 
the previous verse. The “wheat” are 
those who believe and are saved. ‘ The 
“chaff” are those who renaes to heed the 
Word of God. 


Verse 13—“Then cometh Jesus. ... 
unto John, to be baptized of him.” After 
the “hidden years” at Nazareth, the; ap- 
pointed time had come for the. Lord 
Jesus Christ to begin His great mission 
of proclaiming the Gospel of the King- 
dom. So He went down to the Jordan 
Valley to dedicate Himself, in baptism, 
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to the work the Father had given Him 
to do. 

Verse 14—“I have need to be baptized 
of thee, and comest thou to me?” It is 
evident that the holy life of the Lord 
Jesus was known to John. He shrank 
from administering a baptism unto re- 
pentance to one who had nothing of 
which to repent. Rather might there be 
a complete reversal, and John himself, 
though a prophet, be baptized as a‘ con- 
fessed sinner, by the sinless Jesus Christ, 

Verse 15.—“Thus it becometh us to ful- 
fil all righteousness.” The Lord Jesus 
Christ insisted on being baptized as a 
testimony that He was ready to meet 
every righteous claim of the throne of 
God against those who in this way con- 


fessed their sins and acknowledged their: 


helplessness to save themselves. 

Verse 16—“‘He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting 
upon him.” As Jesus came forth from 
His baptism, the heavens were opened 
above Him, and the Holy Spirit, in vis- 
ible form, descended upon Him, thus 
anointing Him for His threefold office 
of Prophet, Priest, and King. 

Verse 17.—“This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” The Father’s 
voice attested His delight in Jesus, thus 
showing that He who had dedicated Him- 
self in His baptism to take the sinner’s 
place was personally the sinless One, 
ever acceptable to God the Father. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The searching ministry of John the 
Baptist was a clarion call to reality. 
Formalism in religion, apart from true 
heart exercise, is an abomination in the 
sight of God. He is not served by the 
work of men’s hands or glorified by the 
declarations of their lips if the inward 
attitude is not right. All men are called 
to abase themselves before Him and take 
the place of confessed sinfulness, seek- 
ing divine grace for deliverance through 
the Saviour He has provided. Jesus 
Himself must be the object of faith. It 
is He alone whose work could meet the 
claims of God’s righteousness. In Him 
the Father is fully satisfied, and all men 
everywhere are called to put their trust 
in Him. While it was not given to John 
to unfold the Gospel in all its blessed 
detail, he nevertheless directed the peo- 
ple to that One whose mission it is to 
save all who believe in Him. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Breadth of John’s Ministry. One 
needs to consider carefully the four 
records of the ministry of John the 
Baptist, as given in the Gospels, to real- 


ize something of its fullness. The fore- 


runner of our blessed Lord, so highly 
eulogized by Him (Matt. 11:11; Luke 7: 
28), was nct only a serious, stern, Elijah- 
like character, calling men to face their 
sins before God and to manifest the sin- 
cerity of their repentance (as pictured in 
their baptism) leading to true reforma- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 16.—The Boyhood and 
Youth of Jesus. Matthew 2:13-15, 
19-23; Mark 6:3; Luke 2:39-52 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. January 30.—The Temptation of 
GS Se. osc e Sees ileal iadtes Luke 4:1-13 








tion of life, but it was also given to 
him to sound the sweet notes of the Gos- 
pel as he pointed to the Lamb of God 
who takes away the world’s sin, and also 
sets Christ forth as the personal object 
of faith and our example as to walk 
(John 1:36). Nor should it be forgotten 
that he definitely bore record to Christ’s 
deity, proclaiming Him as the Son of 
God (John 1:34), 

John’s Humility. Few preachers have 
equaled John the Baptist in self-depre- 
ciation and Christ-exaltation. He sought 
to turn the attention of his hearers from 
himself to Jesus; and if he made disci- 
ples, it was onty that they might be 
persuaded to leave him and follow 
Christ, the one who was preferred before 
him (John 1:15) because pre-existent. 
John was happy and content to be es- 
teemed the Bridegroom’s friend, and re- 
joiced as he entered into His joy (John 
3:29). 


Lesson Outline 

1. The messenger sent to prepare Christ’s 
way (Matt. 3:1-4) 

. His far-reaching ministry (vs. 5, 6) 

The opposing legalists (vs. 7-10) 

. The coming Messiah (vs. 11, 12) 

The dedication of the King (vs. 13-15) 

. The King anointed and proclaimed by 
the Father (vs. 16, 17) 
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Summaries and Applications 

John did not speak of himself, but we 
are told that “the word of God came 
unto” him. The message he brought was 
divinely given. He was the last of the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT was John the Baptist’s relation 
to Jesus (a) in the flesh, and (b) in 
the spirit? 

2. How were the two related in age, (a) in 
the flesh, and (b) in the spirit? 

3. Of what were John's ascetic habits a 
token? 

4. Why would unrepentant Pharisees and 
Sadducees come to a baptism of repentance? 

5. In what respects was John like Elijah? 

6. What two false hopes did John attack 
in his message to the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees? 

7. What destructive activity of Christ did 
John predict? 

8. What constructive activities were prom- 
ised? 

9. Does the phrase, “He shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost, and with fire,” sig- 
nify one baptism or two? 

10. Why did Jesus submit to a baptism 
which involved a confession of sin? 


(Answers on page 35) 
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prophets of the old dispensation (Matt. 


11:13). 

There was no saving virtue in bap- 
tism, as there is none today. But it pic- 
tured the renunciation of sin and the 
recognition of sin’s desert. Where this 
was accompanied with faith, God granted 
forgiveness in virtue of the work yet 
to be accomplished on the cross by our 
blessed Lord. 

Have we faced God in regard to our 
sins and seen in the cross the end of all 
flesh? If so, we are done with self-ef- 
fort, and our reliance for salvation is 
upon the finished work of the Lord Jesus, 

Notice that in John’s answers to the 
publicans and sinners, he did not demand 
that they seek other employment, but 
that they give conscientious service in 
the calling in which they were found. 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is 
grace. The baptism in fire is judgment. 
In both instances it is Christ Himself 
who is the baptizer; for He it is who 
gives the Holy Spirit and to Him the 
Father has committed all judgment, 

John’s ministry was designed to ex- 
ercise the consciences of his hearers, 
thus preparing them for the message of 
the Gospel which was to follow. 


Winona Lake, Inp. 
os 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Heavenly Father, whose praise 
on high is sung by angel choirs, help us 
to praise Thee here in hymns of love. 
Thou art the lover of our souls, yet Thou 
dost hate our sins, and we have sinned, 
Lord, so often, in thought, word, and 
deed. Be merciful to us, and for Thy 
Son’s sake, forgive and cleanse us from 
all evil. Break down the hardness of 
our hearts, and make us tenderly sensi- 
tive in conscience, and careful not to 
grieve Thy Spirit. Bless our study now, 
and use it to bring our lives into line 
with Thy will in all things. Help the 
distressed, O Lord, cheer the sad, and 
free the slaves of sin. Where earnest 
souls long to be right with God, make 
clear to them Thy Gospel that they may 
be at peace with Thee. Raise up strong 
men of God like John the Baptist to 
call the people of our day to repent. 
Defeat the power and working of Satan, 
and may Christ soon take His power 
and reign in all the earth. Hear and 
answer us for His sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—A boy I know, 
whose father is a preacher, was looking 
at a window display of Bibles the other 
day. As he did so, a man came along 
and, stopping beside the boy, pointed to 
a verse in an open Bible and tried ‘to 
make him see his need of Christ. “Oh, 
I know all about that,” said the boy, “my 
father is a Christian and a preacher.” 
“It’s good to have a Christian father,” 
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replied the man, “but that does not make 
you one.’ Unless you come to Christ 
yourself, having a Christian father will 
not save you.” 

John the Baptist said the same thing 
to some religious but unsaved people 
who came to size up the strange wilder- 
ness preacher. “Don’t think,” he said, 
“that. your descent from Abraham puts 
you right with God. You must repent 
for yourselves, and unless you do, being 
children of Abraham will not help you.” 
Perhaps some of us think that because 
we have Christian parents, and because 
we have always gone to church and Sun- 
cay school, we stand right with God. 


rom SIN 


But each of us must answer to God for 
himself, and no one can get to Heaven 
on his parents’ record. We must each 
repent and turn to Christ ourselves. 

And what is it to repent? A Sunday 
school teacher once asked that, and one 
boy said, “To repent is to be sorry for 
your sins.” But another spoke up and 
said, “I think it is being sorry enough 
to quit sinning.” And so it is. When 
John the Baptist said, “Bring forth... 
fruits meet for repentance,” he meant, 
“Te sorry enough abcut your sins to 
cuit them.” For that, of course, we need 
the Lord Jesus. But if, in true sorrow 
for sin, we will turn to Him, He will 
not only forgive us our sins, but enable 
-us to quit them, too. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


T WAS most appropriate that the Son 

of God should have as His forerun- 
ner one of the most singular persons 
that ever lived. 

John’s was a miraculous birth. He 
leaped for joy in his mother’s womb 
at the salutation of the blessed virgin, 
Mary (Luke 1:41, 44). He was filled 
wiih the Holy Spirit from his mother’s 
womb, 

Isaiah prophesied of his mission seven 
hundred years before he commenced it. 
His father, Zacharias, while filled with 
the Holy Spirit said, “And thou, child, 
shalt be called the prophet of the High- 
est: for thou shalt go before the face 
of the Lord to prepare his ways.” And 
the Lord Jesus said he was even “more 
than a prophet” (Matt. 11:9). 

Again He said: “Verily I say unto 
you, Among them that afe born of 
women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist. ... . And if ye 
will receive it, this is Elias, which was 
for to come” (Matt, 11:11-14). 

John’s was a threefold privilege: (1) 
To announce the coming of the promised 
Messiah; (2) To announce the Kingdom 
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of Heaven as at hand— which meant a 
new dispensation was being ushered in, 
for the Law and the Prophets were un- 
til John, since that time the Kingdom 
of God is preached (Luke 16:16); and 
(3) To announce the necessity of re- 
pentance as a condition of Israel's bless- 
ing. 

Missionaries returning from China re- 
port that it is almost a daily occurrence 
in some parts of that country to see a 
forerunner dressed in a gray gown, pre- 


. paring the way before a Chinese official. 


Everything and everybody in the road 
must give way for the oncoming per- 
sonage, 

So faithful a herald was John that 
even Herod, the King of Judza, knew 
that he “was a just man and an holy, 
and observed him; and when he heard 
him, he did many things, and heard him 
gladly” (Mark 6:20). And all the peo- 
ple knew that John was a prophet in- 
deed. He was a “burning and a shining 
light,” and they were: willing to rejoice 
in his light for a season. 

“John had his raiment of camel’s hair 

. and his meat was locusts and wild 
honey” (Matt. 3:4).—Both of John’s par- 
ents were of the priestly family, yet 
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John is never seen officiating as a priest; 
and one of the most striking things about 
him is that he was never scen in Jeru- 
salem. Being filled with the Holy Spirit, 
he separated himself from that disobé: 
dient people, and took his place in. thé 
wilderness. He not only went “in the 
spirit and power of Elijah,” but his very 
garments would remind the people of 
that Old Testament prophet. (Cf. 2 Kings 
1:8 with Matt. 11:7, 8.) 

Locusts were classified.as a clean foo"! 
in the Mosaic economy (Lev. 11:22); an” 
are still so classed. The National Gec- 
graphic magazine (Nov., 1920) displaye:! 
a photograph of boys in Brazil. catchin: 
and eating grasshoppers. , 

After a plague of locusts had afflicted 
the Philippine Islands the Bureau cf 
Agriculture issued a special bulletin con- 
taining a series of recipes for cooking 
locusts. Instructions were given for fry- 
ing them, drying them, and for preparing 
them with chopped pineapple like a 
salad, and with sliced tomatoes like a 
club sandwich. 

“Then went out to him Jerusalem, and 
all Judea” (v. 5).—Everything about 
John — the wilderness, the raiment, the 
food, and his conduct — would remind 


“(ho hath waned you to flee thom the u/iath to come?” (Marr. }:1.) 
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the people of his separation. And the 
Lord reminded His hearers that. they 
charged John with demon possession 
(Matt. 11:18) because of it. John ful- 
filled the word of the Lord through Jere- 
miah: “Let them return unto thee; but 
return not thou unto them” (15:19). In 
our verse we see them coming to him 
from Jerusalem, all Judza, and the 
region round about Jordan. 

In contrast to John, the Lord Jesus 
came right into their midst, visiting 
their cities—among them, Jerusalem. 
He accepted invitations to homes and 
attended at least one wedding; yet His 
actions did not please them any more 
than John’s (Matt. 11:19). ‘How like 
the people who criticize preachers, 
teachers, and missionaries today! No 
matter where the servants of the Lord 
live, or how they dress, or what they 
cat, they are criticized! Their dwell- 
ings are too elegant or too humble; their 
apparel too fine or too coarse; their food 
ico rich or too plain. One preacher, 
whom I know, when criticized for the 
very ordinary suit of clothes he was 
wearing, said, “If you wish to take me 
to a tailor, you will discover that I am 
a very easy man to fit!” Needless to 
say that critic ceased criticizing! 

“I indeed baptize ... with water... 
he shall baptize . . with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire” (v. 11).—John’s 
baptism which was unto the forgiveness 
of sins was replaced with believer’s bap- 
tism. (See Acts 19:1-7.) The baptism 
of the Hdly Ghost was that which re- 
sulted in the formation of the “one body” 
(1 Cor. 12:13) to which each person is 
now added upon believing. The baptism 
of fire is definitely for the “chaff,” as 
John himself explained. 

“Then cometh Jesus .. . unto John, to 
be baptized of him” (v. 13).—What an 
honor for John to baptize the Lord 
Jesus ! 

The Lord had no sins to confess. There 
was nothing in His life demanding re- 
pentance. His baptism was symbolic of 
the death He would accomplish at Jeru- 
salem (Luke 12:50). Up to this time 
there had never been a man on earth 
upon whom Heaven could look with per- 
fect complacency. The heavens opened 
upon the Lord, and for the first time the 
Trinity was fully revealed — Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

Wawona, Catir, 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, John the Baptist is one 

of the most universally familiar 
names in the Bible record. He occupies 
a mountain peak position and played a 
unique role in the great drama of the 
Gospel. The Lord Jesus paid to him 
the greatest tribute ever accorded to 
any mere man, saying, “Verily I say unto 
you, Among them that are born of 
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women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist” (Matt. 11:11). 
All of which leads up to the question: 
What is the only road to true greatness? 
Napoleon chose the road to military 
fame and reached the top in the art 
of war. Pierre Curie, French scientist, 
chose the way of the laboratory and with 
his wife became the codiscoverer of 
polonium and radium. Henry Ford chose 
the industrial road and mounted to the 
top in the automobile world. Jenny Lind, 


“the Swedish nightingale,” chose the way ° 


of music and became the world’s great- 
est coloratura singer. Franklin Roose- 
velt chose the political road and attained 
the astounding record of being elected 
four times to the presidency of the 
United States. Babe Ruth chose the 
road of sports and wore the crown of 
king of the baseball world. All these, 
in their respective fields, attained top 
success and justly earned applause 
which resounded round the earth, 

But all these, worthy and even won- 
derful as their achievements were, are 
as pygmies beside a giant when com- 
pared to John the Baptist, if you con- 
sider what their lives meant for the 
world’s greatest good. John was chosen 
for the road of heraldry, to announce 
the coming of the King of kings, and 
upon His arrival to point Him out as 
“the Lamb of God,” the Saviour of the 
world. 

That was not an easy road; rather, it 
was full of hardships and hazards. There 
was absolutely no honor to be sought 
for himself. There was no soft living; 
he susiained physical life by eating 
locusts and wild honey which he found 
in the wilderness; nor did he have shin- 
ing raiment for his heraldic service, but 
was clothed more like a mendicant. We 
have no account of his teens and young 
manhood; it is likely he very early hid 
himself in the wilderness, there to re- 
flect upon his life mission. There is ‘no 
doubt he had a keen sense of the deep 
significance of it. As a boy he must 
have learned from his father, Zacharias, 
the tremendous service to God and hu- 
manity which he was to perform. It 
was according to God’s plan, for had not 
Gabriel said to Zacharias, “Thy wife 
Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name John .. . and many 
shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall 
be great in the sight of the Lord, and 
shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink; and he shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s 
womb. And many of the children of 
Israel shall he turn to the Lord their 
God” (Luke 1:13-16). And when John 
was born, his father exclaimed: “And 
thou, child, shall be called the prophet 
of the Highest: for thou shalt go before 
the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 
to give knowledge of salvation unto his 
people by the remission of their sins” 
(Luke 1:76, 77). : 

Young John went into seclusion to 
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prepare for that holy ministry, and by 
the time he was thirty he had finished 
it and his headless body: lay in a mar- 
tyr’s grave. John gave the world ‘an 
example of self-immolation on the altar 
of service to Jesus Christ which will 
shine as a brilliant star in the firmament 
throughout eternity. He had no thought 
for himself; all, everything he had, was 
invested to make men repent of. their 
sins and look upon the Lamb of God, 
the Saviour of the world. He had the 
courage of a lion, facing the powerful 
ecclesiastics, calling them “a generation 
of vipers” (Matt. 3:7); and in denounc- 
ing King Herod for taking his brother 
Philip’s wife, he was utterly reckless -of 
personal danger. 

It is only-natural for great men to 
enjoy success and praise. John would 
have none of it. They said, “Surely this 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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must be the great prophet Elijah re- 
turned!” John answered, “Not so; I 
am only a voice crying in the wilder- 
ness. Look! look yonder; there is the 
Lamb of God, the Saviour of sinners 
before you! He must increase; He is 
the bright and shining Star; I must fade 
out of the picture!” Oh, what a man! 

Fellows, the wonder of it is that God 
has a similar plan for you and me; not 
exactly like John’s mission, but along 
the same line. And surely this is priv- 
ilege enough: to point others to Jesus 
Christ—to prepare the way for Jesus 
into the heart and life of some other 
fellow. But you’ve got to forget your- 
self to do that! 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is d for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations — + a — three 
vance 0 e lesson, and s 
ie nies from earlier “Illustration Round 


Tables.” 
Pe printed lesson text. Because of 


t r shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the Fotal submitted on each lesson to 


four illustrations. 

The Evidence of Indwelling—He shall 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matt. 
3:2, Golden Text). A clergyman found 
some children reading the Douay Version 
of the New Testament, and on noticing 
a passage in the chapter which was 
translated “do penance,” where the Eng- 
lish version rendered the same word by 
“repent,”<he: asked them if they knew 
the differehee between penance and re- 
pentance. A‘short silence followed, and. 
then a little girl asked, “Is it not this 
... 1<Udas did penance and went and 
hanged himself; Peter repented, and 
wept bitterly?"—From the Teacher. Sent 
ty Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans.; and 
Mrs. A. E: Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


After Your Clock Stops — What?— 
Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand (Matt. 3:2, Golden Text). 
Miss Tweedle, a missionary in India, 
writes: “At a village this morning a 
dear old woman noticed my wrist watch, 
so I put it to her ear. You should have 
seen her face! She called to the other 
women, and said, ‘Come, come! Here’s 
a machine that keeps on saying, “Quick, 
quick,, quick.”’ (The Tamil word for 
‘quick’ sounds similar.) I was then able 
to tell them that we kept a watch to 
remind us how quickly time-is going. 
One day that watch would stop, so would 
her heart; and then she would have to 
meet God. What would she'do? It was 


“such a solemn time, and she said with 


tears in her.eyes, ‘I will worship Jesus, 
so that when my clock stops I need not 
fear.’ "—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N. Y. Prize illustration, 


Not Even.a Big Robe——And the same 
John had his raiment of camel’s hair 


erence is given to illustrations 
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(Matt. 3:4). “What do they pay. you?” 
“Two shillings [about fifty cents] a 
week,” came the quiet answer. “Two 
shillings! Man, don’t you realize you 
could get ten times that in a govern- 
ment school?” “I am not teaching for 
the money I receive. I am working for 
the Lord,” answered the mission teacher. 
“And is that what you wear?” scorn- 
fully indicating the neat white shirt and 
trousers of homespun material. “Yes.” 
“But you have a big robe at home, 
surely.” The Moslem visiting teacher 
from the government school could not 
imagine: otherwise. “No. I do not need 
a big robe. This is sufficient.” The Mos- 
lem gazed at him in silence, and finally 
said, as he turned to go, “I never thought 
there was anything to this Jesus way, 
but there must be, for a man to be will- 
ing to work for two shillings a week 
and not even to have a big robe to 
wear !"—From “The Sudan Witness,” by 
Josephine M. Roscoe. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


When John Wesley Preached.—Who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come?” (Matt. 3:7.) In Winchelsea 
they show you a tree over by the old 
church where John Wesley, that great, 
restless soul preached his last sermon 
out of doors. He was eighty-seven years 
of age. When the people heard he was 
going to preach again, they flocked out 
to hear him, standing there under a tree, 
this frail old man lifted up his voice. 
They listened to him. Everyone of those 
Winchelsea folk gave him the full re- 
spect and attention due to a man of his 
ripe experience. Yet, as they listened, 
respect gave way to earnest interest, in- 
terest to conviction, and soon he had 
them weeping and praying as they had 
never wept and prayed before. No won- 
der. For some historians give this man 
the foremost place in the annals of the 
eighteenth century. It is claimed that 
England was driftirig into the same trag® 
edy that overtook France during the 
Revolution. Disaffection was spreading, 
class hatred was rife, until this man, 
John Wesley, went on foot or on horse- 
back and preached on the moors and 
village greens to tens of thousands of 
his compatriots. Nothing could daunt 
him. He was abused, insulted, and per- 
secuted, but still he persevered; and 
when, after fifty years, he eventually 
finished his task, the whole nation was 
plunged into mourning. He had turned 
the English people back to God.—From 
“When We Two Walked,” by Rita F. 
Snowden. Sent by Anna A. Milligan, 
Sterling, Kans. 


The Evidence of Indwelling.—He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost (Matt, 
3:11). It has been well said, “If Christ 
has really taken up His abode in a hu- 
man heart, often He will be seen look- 
ing out of the windows !”—From China’s 
Millions. Sent by E, M. James, Toronto, 
Can, 
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Something Else Needed.—And he will 
. . . gather his wheat into the garner 
(Matt. 3:12). He was in’a hurry when 
he came into the compound. You could 
tell his message was important. . “My 
mother is afraid that she is dying, and 
she would like a Christian to come to 
see her.” “Is your mother a Christian?” 
we asked. His reply, though just a sen- 
tence, revealed the emptiness of religion: 
“We are Buddhists, but Mother wants 
something else now.” Two Chinese 
Christian women hurried to the man’s 
house to visit the dying woman. Quietly 
they told of the love of Christ, and just 
as quietly she took Him as her personal 
Saviour. Morning broke on the second 
day. She could not live. Her son knelt 
beside her to tell her he would go again 
to get the doctor. But she raised her 
hand to stop him and said, “No, Son, I 
do not wish to get well now, for I would 
rather go to my new home, where I 
can be with Jesus.” She is with Him 
now.—From “The Lifted Light,” China 
Inland Mission 1947 Story of the Year. 
Sent by Anna A. Milligan, Sterling, Kans. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
JESUS AND THE WILDERNESS PROPHET 


SSIGNMENTS: 1. Helen, be prepared 

to tell us something about the par- 
ents of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5-7). 
2. Donna, be prepared to tell us the story 
of the birth of John the Baptist (Luke 
1; 8-23, 57-64). 3. Mary, be ready to, tell 
us what the angel Gabriel prophesied 
of John and also what his father said 
after his birth (Luke 1:13-17, 76). 4. 
Gladys, bé prepared to tell us about the 
baptism of Jesus (Matt. 3:13-17). 5, 
Verna, prepare to tell the story of the 
death of John the Baptist (Matt. 14: 
1-12), ‘ 

Hundreds of years before the birth of 
John the Baptist, both Isaiah and Mal- 
achi foretold his coming. He .was_to 
be the special messenger of God sent 
to prepare men for the coming of Christ. 
Half of you turn -to Isaiah 40:3 and the 
rest to Malachi 3:1. What a great honor 
it was to be the herald of the King! 

Helen will tell us what she found out 
about his parents. Girls, if you ever 
are mothers, I hope Luke 1:6 may be 
said of you and your husband. The 
tragedy of today is that so many mothers 
and fathers are following the Devil. It 
is not surprising that their children do 
the same. 

Now Donna will tell us about the birth 
of John the Baptist. Notice that Zach- 
arias lost the use of his voice when he 
asked for a sign to prove that what Géd 
said was true. What gave him back his 
voice? (Obedience to God, writing “His 
name is John.”) 

Mary will give her report on what 
the angel prophesied of John, and what 
his father said after his birth. (He was 
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to be great, temperate, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and his mission was to 
“make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.”) After his restoration to speech, 
how clearly Zacharias recognized that 
John was to be the fulfillment of the 
prophecies of Isaiah, Malachi, and 
Gabriel ! 

Nothing is told of the boyhood of John 
the Baptist. We meet him next after 
he has started on his life work. He was 
a great “open-air” preacher. Let us 
read together Matthew 3:1-12. As we 
read, Mary may make a list of the dif- 
ferent kinds of people who came ‘to hear 
John preach. Donna may find out what 
he urged them to do; Helen will see 
how he introduced the subject of Christ’s 
coming; the rest of you look for the 
results of John’s preaching. Now let us 
read Luke 3:7-18. As we read, Mary 
will be able to-add to her list of those 
who came to hear John; Donna can add 
specific things he told them to do; and 
the rest of us will look for anything 
Luke tells which was not in Matthew. 
Yes, isn’t that significant: “All men 
mused in their hearts of John, whether 
he were the Christ, or not.” John was 
evidently very like the Lord Jesus. He 
tells them at once that he is not worthy 
to unloose the shoes of Christ, and that 
was quite true. Christ is supreme and 
unique. Yet John was so like Him that 
the multitude noticed it. Are you and I 
so like the Lord Jesus that people who 
know us are led to think of Him? 

Now Gladys will tell us of the bap- 
tism of Jesus. Here is an occasion when 
we see every member of the holy Trin- 
ity active at the same time. God the 
Father spoke from Heaven, God the 
Holy Spirit descended like a dove, and 
God the Son was baptized. Those af- 
fected by John’s preaching were bap- 
tized to show that they repented of their 
sins. But Christ never sinned. “In him 
is no sin” (1 John 3:5). Why, then, was 
Jesus baptized? Matthew 3:15 gives the 
answer. It was because He was to be 
our example as well as our Saviour. 
What was proved to John at the baptism 
of Christ? (John 1:32-34.) 

After: John knew for certain that Jesus 
was the Son of God for whose coming 
he was to prepare men, see how defi- 
nitely he pointed Him out (John 1:29, 
36). What resulted from this? (John 
1:37.) Do you think John was disap- 
pointed when his disciples left him and 
followed Jesus? He was a cousin of the 
Lord Jesus because Mary the mother of 
Jesus was the cousin of his mother, 
Elisabeth. He was six months older 
also, but he always recognized that 
Christ was far greater than he, and he 
rejoiced that it was so. In John 3:26 
some of John’s disciples complained to 
him that all men were coming to Jesus 
now, instead of to him. John’s answer 
was beautiful. He explained to them 
that Christ must increase while he must 
decrease. And he spoke of the joy he 
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had in just hearing the voice of Jesus. 
Are you and I like that? Are we happy 
to have Christ honored whether we are 
noticed or not? 

The Lord Jesus did not set up an 
earthly kingdom as John expected, and 
John himself was put into prison. Mat- 
thew 14:3, 4 tells why John was im- 
prisoned. What wonderful courage he 
had! He denounced sin even of the very 
king himself. In his lonely prison John 
began to wonder if he had been mis- 
taken about Jesus after all. Christ was 
not setting up a throne in Jerusalem, 
and He did not release John from prison. 
So John sent two of his disciples to Jesus 
to ask Him if He were the Messiah or 
if His coming was still future. Read 
the Lord’s answer in Matthew 11:4-6. 
He told John’s disciples to tell what they 
themselves had seen of His miracles. 
Then Jesus began to talk to the people 
about the greatness of John the Baptist. 
What did He say about him in verse 11? 
John the Baptist was the greatest man 
who had yet been born. Remember 
Christ was more than man. Why was 
John greater than all the Old Testament 
heroes? Because his was the honor of 
heralding the King, and he did it faith- 
fully and well. 

Now Verna will tell us about the death 
of John the Baptist. Isn’t that a sad 
story? It doesn’t seem possible that a 
girl could be so wicked and cruel as 
Herod’s stepdaughter. Her mother was 
most to blame, but God’s holy Word 
says that the girl “came in straightway 
with haste unto the king” (Mark 6:25) 


to ask for the head of John the Baptist. . 


She showed no reluctance and she will 
share the doom of her royal father and 
mother. That story is not ended yet. 
The day John was beheaded it looked 
as if Herod and his wicked family were 
victorious and John vanquished. But the 
day is coming when we shall see John the 
Baptist one of the honored citizens of 
Heaven. In that day those who had him 
beheaded will be in eternal torment. 

After John’s death, Jesus went and 
stayed for a time in the place where 
John had first baptized people. Many 
came to see Him there. Read what they 
said in John 10:41 and then the result 
in verse 42. What a splendid testimony 
John was to Jesus! Even a year or 
more after his death, his words were 
remembered and led people to Jesus. 
Why was this? Because his life was 
so devoted to Christ, and his testimony 
to Christ was so clear and forceful. We 
do not have John’s special position as 
the herald of the King, but it is our 
business to lead others to Christ and to 
prepare them for His second coming. 
God grant that our lives and lips may 
give such a good testimony for Christ 
that people will believe on Him and say 
of us, “Mary or Donna or Helen cid no 
miracle, but all things that she said of 
Christ were true.” 
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Lesson for January 23 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Baptism of Jesus (Matt. 3:13-17) 


N WHAT ways was the life of the boy 
Jesus like the life of you boys and 

girls? In what ways was it different? 
I wonder if you tried, with the Lord’s 
help, to make your life more like His, 
this last week. Do you think His 
Heavenly Father was pleased with the 
life the Lord Jesus lived? In today’s 
story He heard Him say so. It hap- 
pened this way. 

People were like they are now —self- 
ish and wanting more than they had— 
“Me first!’ But to be ready for the 
Lord and to get into His family or King- 
dom, all the bad things must be taken 
away and God put first. John the Bap- 
tist came to tell them how to get ready. 
“Stop being selfish. Instead of keeping 
everything for yourself, give your extra 
coat and food to someone who hasn't 
any. Don’t cheat. Don’t be rough.” 
People who were sorry for the bad, self- 
ish things they had done came to John 
and said they were sorry. He led them 
into the Jordan River and there bap- 
tized them with water as a sign that 
God had washed away the sin from their 
hearts. Then they were ready for the 
Lord Jesus to come, and He would bap- 
tize them with the Holy Spirit. 

When the people had all beer bap- 
tized, who should step up to John to be 
baptized next but the Lord Jesus Him- 
self! John did not think that was right. 
Put the Lord said: “Go ahead. It is the 
right thing to do.” John obeyed. When 
Jesus came out of the water, the heavens 
opened, and He and John could see the 
Holy Spirit coming down like a dove 
onto Him, and they heard a voice say- 
ing, “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17, Memory 
Verse). Now John knew who Jesus was 
— He was the Son of God. He was the 
one who had the Holy Spirit and would 
give the Holy Spirit to others. What 
news John had to tell! And the Lord 
Jesus had heard the voice of His Father! 
His Father had praised Him for those 
long years of work and ordinary life. 
Now the Lord Jesus was ready to go on 
into the new part of life—even to the 
cross to do what His Father wished. 

A girl.asked me last Sunday, “What 
do I have to do to be baptized?” Per- 
haps you would like to answer these 
questions, too. (1) Did the Lord Jesus 
die on the cross for you? (Draw on the 
blackboard a cross, and write on it the 
names of the pupils in the class. Isa. 
55:5,.6.) (2) Have you asked Him to 
take away your sins? (Draw a large 
heart. Write on it the sins common to 
chilchood, like lying. Psa. 51:7b.) All 
you have to do is tell Him you are sorry, 
and He will take them away. (Erase 
sins.) If you have done this, then you 
have believed in the Lord. He gives you 
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His Holy Spirit to live in you. (3) Are 
you going to live the way He wants you 
to? Will you say, “The Lord Jesus first,” 
instead of, “Me first’? Make a large I. 
Across it put an arm like a cross, and 
print in small letters “Jesus.”) It will 
mean you cannot always do what you 
want ‘to, as the Lord, of course, did not 
want to have people crucify Him. But 
it will please God, and perhaps He can 
say of you in a smaller way than of His 
Son Jesus, “This is my son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” 

Of..course, the Lord Jesus knows 
whether He has taken your sins away or 
not, and you know. But how are other 
people going to know? One way is to 
tell them. -Another way is to be bap- 
tized. The Lord even set the example 
by being baptized Himself, though He 
had no sin. to wash away. Then, too, 
baptism is a picture of the old “me first” 
person being buried, and the new “Jesus 
first” person coming out to live to please 
God (Rom. 6:4). 

Orono, MAINE. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 
HE story of John the Baptist and 
Jesus is very thrilling. Their mothers 
were cousins, and John was six months 
older than Jesus. They no doubt played 
together. Boys so near the same age 
generally do. They at least knew each 
other. Jesus lived in Nazareth, and John 
may have lived always in Judea. That 
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With a nation-wide spread 
of supporting unions, an an- 
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Go to now, ye rich men, weep and 
howl. Your gold and silver is 
cankered; ond the rust of them shall 
be a witness against you, and shall 
eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye 
have heaped treasure together for 
the last days. (James 5: 1-3.) 
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we do not know. But when John was 
grown, he began to preach, but not until 
he had lived in the desert. The Bible 
tells us he grew strong in body and 
spirit, and was out in the desert until 
he began to preach. Then he didn’t 
come in to the Temple, he preached in 
the wilderness of Judea, and great 
crowds of people went out to see him, 
and hear him. 

He was an outdoor man, his dress was 
of camel’s hair with a leather girdle, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. Cf course 
the people ran out to hear him—he 
was different. People would do the same 
today. But many of them didn’t like 
what he preached, nor would they today. 
Many of them did believe what he 
preached. He told them they must re- 
pent of their sin, and many did, and he 
baptized them in the River Jordan. 

Then one day something happened that 
had never happened before. His cousin 
Jesus came to be baptized. He had been 
preaching just what God told him to 
say, that One was coming who would 
be the Saviour of His people, One whose 
shoes he was not worthy to unlace. 

He knew his cousin Jesus, but he did 
not know that Jesus was the One who 
was to come. He tells the story him- 
self. “After me cometh a man which 
is preferred before me: for he was be- 
fore me. And I knew him not: [but 
when I baptized Jesus] . . . I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and. it abode upon him... . I’e 
that sent me. to baptize with water 
[God], the same said unto me, Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descend- 
ing, and remaining on him, the same is 
he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” 

What a wonderful surprise it must 
have been to John the Baptist to find 
that the One he had been sent to pre- 
pare the way for, was his own cousin, 
Jesus. And he believed in Him, and told 
his disciples the next day, as he pointed 
to Jesus, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

I like to think of what John said to 
Jesus when He came to him for baptism, 
“I have need to be baptized of thee, anc 
comest thou to me?” From his own 
word, I think he did not know that Jesus 
was the Son of God, but His. life had 
been so perfect that John felt that Jesus 
should baptize him. 

I wonder if we who love the Lord 
Jesus live such lives that people who 
see us know we are Christians, and serve 
the Lord. When you go to school, do 
you behave yourself so your teacher can 
think, “That child must love the Lord 
Jesus because he or she is such a good 
pupil?” 

Every boy and girl latins has believed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ should be dif- 
ferent from the other children. . You 
don’t want to be different? But God 
wants you different. It is Satan who 
says to you, “Don’t say anything about 
Jesus, because the children will think 
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you are funny. You don’t want to be 
different from the other children.” Don’t 
listen to him for a minute. 

We may not be able to preach or speak 
to many people, but we can each live our 
everyday life so that our teachers and 
our playmates will know we love Jesus 
Christ. We can speak a word for Him 


to those around us. And Jesus promised - 


a wonderful thing to the one who is not 
ashamed of Him. In that day when all 
will have to face Him, He will not be 
ashamed of us, if we have not been 
ashamed to testify of Him. Let’s think 
about it. Are we ashamed of the Lord 
Jesus Christ who died for us? Oh, I 
hope not, not a single one of us, 


FELTON, CALIF, 
bed 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 28) 


1. (a) According to Luke 1:36 their 
mothers were related, but it may not have 
been immediate, since they belonged to dif- 
ferent tribes; (b) John was the messenger 
sent to prepare the way (Mal. 3:1). 

2. (a) John was six months older than 
Jesus; (b) see John 1:15. 


3. His complete separation to God. He was 
a Nazarite (Luke 1:15). 

4. We can only suggest that any religious 
performance which would give them “stand- 
ing” was welcome. 

5. In his rugged appearance, manner, and 
message. 

6. Salvation through religious rites, and 
salvation by natural generation (Matt. 3: 
7, 9). 

7. The hewing down of fruitless trees; 
the burning of the chaff (vs. 10, 12). 


8. A spiritual baptism, and a gathering of 
the redeemed (vs. 11, 12). 


9. Teachers differ. The Greek construc- 
tion suggests one baptism in the double 
element. John's baptism was symbolic of 
cleansing, while the other was effective of 
inward purging. 

10. Think of 2 Corinthians 5:21 for answer. 

WHEATON, ILL. 


ye 
: Earth’s Glorious Future 


(Continued from second page) 


‘the beast’ arose (ch. 13:1). As the phys- 
ical corresponds to the spiritual world, 
so the absence of sea, after the earth’s 
metamorphosis by fire, answers to the 
unruffled peace which shall prevail. The 
sea, though severing lands, is now, by 
God’s eliciting good from evil, made the 
medium of their communication, through 
navigation. Then man shall possess 
powers which shall make the sea no 
longer necessary, but a hindrance: a per- 
fect state. A ‘river’ and ‘water’ are men- 
tioned, ch. 22:1, 2, probably literal (i.e., 
with such changes of the natural prop- 
erties as correspond analogically to 
man’s own transfigured body), as well 
as symbolical. The sea was once the 
element of the world’s destruction, and 
is still death to thousands; whence, at 
the general judgment, it is specially said, 
‘the sea gave up her dead.’ Then it 
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shall cease to destroy or disturb: re- 
moved on account of its past destruc- 
tion.” 

A somewhat similar explanation is 
found in Lange’s Commentary: 

“And the sea.—Why is jit no more? 
The following answers to this inquiry 
are presented by Dusterdieck: 1. Navi- 
gation is no longer necessary (Andr.); 
2. It is dried up by the universal con- 
flagration (Bede); 3. As the old world 
arose out of the water, so the new has 
arisen out of the fire (De Wette); 4. A 
horror of the deep sea (Ewald); 5. 
There was. no sea in Paradise either 
(Zullig); 6. Connection of the sea with 
the infernal abyss (Ewald II); 7. The sea 
as a constituent part of the old world.” 


A Father's Duty to His Children 
(Continued from page 26) 


businessmen who do not have growing 
families and young children can afford 
to give more time to such work than 
fathers of young children. Moreover, 
every Christian father can afford to give 
some time to the church, and both he 


and his family will be better for it.° 


But it is clear that he has a very real 
and primary duty to his own children, 
and he should not be out so much that 
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they scarcely have a chance to get at- 
quainted with him, and his absence is a 
real burden to his wife. 

A Christian father should take ‘the 
lead in conducting family worship, in 
the morning or evening, or better ‘still, 
at both times. It need not take very 
long, and a practical plan is to read a 
short passage of Scripture, have Father 
or Mother lead in prayer for guidance 
and the supply of the family’s needs, 
and conclude with the Lord’s Prayer 
prayed together. When the children are 
young, Hurlbut’s “Story of the Bible”! 
or Vos’s “The Child’s Story Bible”? are 
very helpful because of the simple Ian- 
guage in which they are written. The 
family worship department, conducted 
by Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth each week 
in the Times, is a valuable guide for 
family devotions. , 

The story is told of a man who said 
that he “was brought up at the knee 
of a devoted mother and over the knee 
of a determined father.” Allowing for 
exaggeration, it does emphasize the need 
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2Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 255 Jef- 
ferson Ave., S.E., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$3.95. 

Both may be ordered from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia 
30. 





Jewish Missionaries Plead for Daily Bread and Tracts 


Mr. J. E., in U. S. military occupation zone of Germany, 


writes: 


Rev. Jacob Peltz 


“Please let me tell you about my difficult situation, 
and I hope with God’s and your help to find a way out of our 
misery. My family and I are Jewish refugees from Poland. 
We lost our home and all our possessions. Only our lives were 
saved by a miracle of God. I am working here as missionary to 
the Jews without any financial support. Please help me to give 
daily bread to my family.” 

Another missionary expresses unbounded gratitude for the 
food and clothing packages we sent him, and reports of his 
Gospel preaching among the Jews in the Displaced Persons 
Camps of Wilhelmshaven, Emden, and Bergen Belsen. He 
pleads with us to send him Yiddish and Hebrew tracts and 
food for his family and those he contacts, ; 

Still another Hebrew Christian from Germany says: “In 
view of our missionary work in Hamburg we would feel des6- 


late without your help. For it is so difficult to. preach the 
love of God to people who are hungry and with clothing threadbare. It. is 
hard to tell mothers that God loves their children who are so weak and under- 
nourished. Therefore we zre most grateful for the precious gifts you send us and 
which are joyously accepted by the needy Jews at our Gospel meetings.” 
We implore you, dear Christian reader, to remember these brave Hebrew 
Christian missionaries and other Hebrew Christian survivors in devastated Europe. 
They have lost everything and depend on us to help sustain them by our prayers 


and gifts, 


$5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food parcel. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. ~? 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 





Address gifts and communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


4919 N. — 
. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 


Dept. T 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario. 
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of a father’s strong hand — figuratively, 
and sometimes literally—in the home. 
Every Christian mother needs the coun- 
sel and very real support of her hus- 
band in training the children. 
Doubtless a cautionary word is needed. 
There are some wives — even Christians 
— who make unreasonable demands on 
their husbands, and who expect their 
husbands to keep out of church work 
and stay home merely for selfish rea- 
sons. In such cases, great wisdom and 








| am a pastor, and several 
of my young people are in Wheaton 
College. They have found Wheaton to be a 
solid Christian school in principle, in teaching, 
ard in-practice. Wheaton has my approval 


because it is a safe place for real Chistian growth. 


Wheaton grad- 
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service around the world. More than 
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than’ 500 are on foreign mission fields; 


and hundreds of others are busy in 
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in other Christian organizations. 


Wheaton's ministry for Christ and His Kingdom 
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consideration are required on the part 
of a husband, and only he can decide 
what his duty is before God. Such wives 
need to read again Ephesians 5:22, 23. 
No home can be happy unless each part- 
ner is willing to make concessions to 
the other. 

Therefore it behooves every Christian 


- father to search his own heart, and, be- 


fore God, make sure that he is fulfilling 
his own duty to his children. It may 
cost him something to say “No” to out- 
side calls upon his time, but as the years 
go by he will reap priceless dividends 
as he sees his children growing up phys- 
ically, mentally, and spiritually strong. 
And a resolute decision to give to his 
wife and children whatever time they 
really need may have the interesting 
by-product of giving a man physical and 
mental relief from public affairs. 

A very important word for Christian 
husbands is this: “Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it” 
(Eph. 5:25). 

w 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By Jokn W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 24 
4. “Ich Dien !” —“I Serve !” 
(Luke 22:24-26; Matt. 20:25-28) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


io THE last three weeks we have con- 
sidered three popular “Competing 
Philosophies of Life’—the pursuit of 
pleasure, selfishness, and irresponsi‘‘l- 
ity. -We have seen in each case how 
these philosophies conflict with the 
teachings of Christianity. Now, this 
week, we are to think about the method 
prescribed by the Lord Jesus Himself for 
true greatness among those who would 
reckon themselves as His servants or 
disciples, 
ve 

The two portions chosen for our Scrip- 
ture lesson picture two different. inci- 
dents, although the Lord’s admonition 
in each case was almost identical. The 
incident related in Matthew 20 followed 
the effort of the mother of James and 
John to obtain for her sons places of 
preference and privilege in the kingdom 
which she thought the Lord Jesus was 
about to set up. The dispute mentioned 
by Luke occurred while the disciples 
were gathering for the Last Supper, and 
it would seem to have occurred over 
which place some of the disciples should 
occupy around the table. 

In each case the Lord Jesus reminded 
His disciples that the Gentiles, or un- 
believers, reckoned greatness bty the 
amount of authority they were able to 
exercise over others. It was not to be 
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; ave others do our will or honor us, but 
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so among His followers, however, He 
‘warned them. Not the one who gave the 
orders and who was served by the others 
deserved to be recognized as great. On 
the contrary, the one who served most 
was to be reckoned as greatest. 

But the Lord Jesus not only taught His 
disciples this principle, He put it into 
practice. John tells us that at this last 
supper He took a towel and a basin and 
proceeded to wash the feet of His dis- 
ciples. Evidently no provision had been 
made for this menial service as the group 
gathered in the upper room, and so the 
Lord Jesus took the place of the lowest 
servant in performing this simple but 
necessary cleansing of His disciples’ feet 
before the meal began. 


%& 


As we look about us in the church of 
Christ today, we shall doubtless be 
struck by the realization that many fol- 
lowers of Christ have departed sadly 
from the teachings of the Lord Jesus 
in this matter of greatness. Foot wash- 
ing is no longer a physical necessity in 
the day and age in which we live, but 
how few of those who consider them- 
selves great, or who would be great, in 
the church, are willing to humble them- 
selves to serve their fellow Christians 
in any such manner as the Lord Jesus 
served His disciples, 


Perhaps we shall not have to look very 
far to see Christian inconsistency in this 
matter of service. What about our own 
young people’s group? Is it possible 
that there we may find some who are 
seeking places of prominence and honor, 
not so that they may serve more ef- 
fectively, tut rather that their own self- 
ish amition and love of prominence or 
authority may be gratified? 

Let us turn the searchlight closer home 
and ask ourselves what our own atti- 
tude is toward Christian service today. 
Are we willing to spend our energies 
and our efforts in places where there 
w/ll be little notice of what we do, and 
perhaps where we shall receive no praisc 
or mention, or are we thinking of the 
honor and privileges that will come our 
way? 

: b4 

If we find this latter motive in our 
hearts, then we may well resexamine 
our relationship to God. True and un- 
selfish service comes only from a heart 
filled with love and gratitude to the 
Lord Jesus for what He has done for us. 
As Paul put it in 2 Corinthians 5:14, 
“The love of Christ constraineth us.” It 
is a double constraint—a constraint of 
love for Christ which makes us want to 
do those things that honor and please 
Him, and constraint produced by the 
love of Christ flowing out through us 
toward others. That love leaves no room 
for lorcing it over others, or seeking to 
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is satisfied only when His perfect will 
is accomplished, and when He is the one 
to whom all the honor and praise are 
directed. : 

Are you willing to make this your 
path to Christian greatness? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


With the New Books 


The Saviour In the Shadows. By Rob- 
ert L. Moyer, D.D. (Northland Pub. House, 
St. Paul 4, Minn.; paper, 75 cents.) Be- 
gin at the beginning of the Bible and 
study it through to the end, for God 
makes the revelation of any truth in- 
creasingly clear as the Word proceeds 
from Genesis to Revelation. This is the 
basic principle of this presentation of 
some of the important types of Christ 
in the Old Testament—a study which 
rejoices the heart and feeds the soul. 
Avoiding fanci‘ul extremes, the author 
develops his theme under thirteen head- 
ings. The eminent expositor, the late 
Dr. W, B. Riley, summed up these chap- 
ter headings in this way: “The subjects, 
‘The Brazen Serpent,’ ‘The Manna,’ and 
‘The Veil. of the Tabernacle’ are, each 
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'HEUnionPrimary Quar- 
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Two-color picture cov- 
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ers in their study and 
presentation, to assist 
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in its turn, of vital interest; while. the 
treatment of ‘The Red Heifer,’ ‘The Two 
Birds,’ and ‘The Paschal Lamb’ present 
the truth of the Atonement from distinct 
yet contributing points. Isaac and Mel- 
chizedek will forever stand out as his- 
toric figures on the plains of Old Tes- 
tament history as enticing subjects for 
Scripture students. ‘Noah and His Ark,’ 
‘Jacob’s Ladder,’ and ‘The Four Hun- 
dred,’ each theme in its turn, will en- 
thrall the reader; while ‘Who Stands in 
Your Shoes,’ and ‘The Most Important 
Chapter in the Bible’ reveal the true 
preacher who moves to the objectives 
of motivating life by truth personally 
applied.” The Christian worker will find 
much useful material in this volume by 
the dean of the Northwestern Bible 
School and Northwestern Evangelical 
Seminary. 


Mastering the English Bible. By John 
A. Huffman and Ward M. Shantz. (The 
Standard Press, Winona Lake, Ind., 
$1.50.) Several years ago, the co-authors 
of this book read Dr. James M. Gray’s 
little classic, “How to Master the English 
Bible.” They were inspired by it, and 
began at once to put into practice the 
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plan of systematic Bible reading sug- 
gested by Dr. Gray. As they read and 
studied the books of. the Bible, they 
made outlines and synopses. These form 
the contents of the present volume. 
There is one page of summary and one 
page of outline for each of the sixty- 
six books of the Bible. Thus the title 
is somewhat misleading. One expects to 
find a book on how to master the Bible, 
but is introduced instead to a collection 
of outline material set down by the 
authors while they themselves were try- 
ing to master God’s Word. A unique 
feature is the listing of the reading time 
for each separate book of the Bible. It 
will be surprising to many to learn that 
the Gospel of John can be read through 
in an hour and a half, and the whole 
Bible in sixty-three hours and five min- 
utes. The book will be useful as a guide 
to those who may be desirous of getting 
a bird’s-eye view of the books of the 
Bible. 


Stories of Great Hymn Writers. By 
Ivan H. Hagedorn, D.D. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.50.) Much has been written about 
Christian hymns, but Dr. Hagedorre be- 
lieves that nothing has been published 
which sets forth hymn studies and covers 
the inspiration of hymns in a correlated 
way. His able attempt begins with a 
chapter on “Hymns Written by Country 
Parsons.” Thirteen of these men are 
given brief life stories, with mention of 
their most noted hymns and the cir- 
cumstances under which they were 
written. The same is done for eleven 
city preachers who served with pen as 
well as pulpit. It is surprising to learn 
in one chapter that an equal number 
of ministers’ wives have written hymns 
which lived, including such favorites as, 
“There Is a Green Hill Far Away,” and 
“I Think When I Read That Sweet Story 
of Old.” Dr, Hagedorn also considers 
the professions among hymn writers, the 
trades, the writers of royal and noble 
birth, those who wrought while still 
young, and those whose outstanding 
work was done in life’s sunset. One’s 
heart is touched to see how many fine 
hymns were written by prisoners, by the 
blind, and by those in severe trial. One 
chapter is devoted to hymns by unh- 
known authors, 


The Practice of Godliness. By Abra- 
ham Kuyper. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub, 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) The 
noted Dutch theologian and statesman 
has given to the church a book of prac- 
tical Christian living which combinés 
deep theological insight and intense 
practical interests. Piety is viewed from 
three standpoints: warfare, patience, and 
humility. Our lives are troubled by 
conflicts with Satan, nature, and man. 
God would have us wage a warfare — 
but one according to His will. This 
leads to a discussion of temptation; suf- 
fering; sickness and healing; war, poli- 
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tics, and obedience to authority; the 
Church, her purity and imperfections. 

Patience is not submission but the 
exercise of strength. “It is that virtue 
granted God’s children, whereby Christ 
enables us to endure the cross, while we 
look for His coming again” (p. 94). 

Humility is developed in a Scriptural 
study of fasting. Dr. Kuyper recom- 
mends fasting, both by churches and in 
families, as a special time of “sobriety in 
food and clothing, a minimum of work, 
and a conscious subduing of the spirit 
before God” (p. 107, 108). 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wedsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


January 17 to 23 

Mon.—Matthew 3:1-6. John Prepares the Way. 

PzaYER SuGGESTIONS: “Prepare ye the 
wey of the Lord, make his paths 
s‘raight.” John the Baptist, God’s mes- 
senger, sent to prepare the way before 
Tim, did his work perfectly. He has the 
Lcrd’s commendation (Matt, 11:7-10), 
and was honored by Him in enlisting 
others to make straight paths for peo- 
pie. We, too, must please the Lord in 
our wo>k if we are to prepare the way 
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for Him to reach and bless the people. 
Only as we promote righteousness shall 
we be able to promote a work of God. 
Pray for Tennessee Temple College, 
Highland Park, Chattanooga 4, Tenn, 


Tues.—Matthew 3:7-12. John Exalts Jesus. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “He that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes 
I am not worthy to bear.” John’s con- 
templation of the heavenliness of Christ 
and seeing it in contrast to his own 
earthliness was a factor in his deep 
humility. The realization of the person- 
ality of Christ tends to make us lowly 
in heart. Do you know Christ as God 
manifest in flesh? Do you appreciate 
His condescension for your salvation? 
Do you ever exclaim: Why such grace 
to me, that God has put me in the fam- 
ily of Christ? Pray for the Scandinavian 
Alliance Mission, 2839 W. McLean Ave., 
Chicago 47. 


Wed.—Matthew 3:13-17. John Baptizes Jesus. 
PraYER SuccEsTions: “Then cometh 

Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, 

to be baptized of him.” This mark of 
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the lowliness of Christ should be much 
pondered. Also His baptism as a part of 
His . fulfillment of all righteousness 
should be considered carefully. These 
two things startled John: How do they 
affect, you? _ Unless you have been like- 
wise arrested by the lowliness and obe- 
dience of Christ you have really never 
seeh your Lord, Pray for the new for- 
ward evangelistic movement now spread- 
ing in Japan. 

Thurs.—Mark 1:1-8. 
. The Baptism of Repentance. 
© Prayer SuccEsTions: “John did baptize 
in the wilderness, and preach the bap- 
tism of repentance for the remission of 
sins.” John’s preaching on sin and its 
terrible consequences took hold of the 
people. Many hastened to be baptized 
of him confessing their sins. There was 
no special merit in the rite, but there 
was blessing in looking to the Lamb of 
God who “taketh away the sin of the 
world,” and in doing works “meet for 
repentance.” A: similar Godward move- 
ment is needed right now. Pray for 


such a movement in your church and 
i] 


community. 
Fri.—Acts 2:1-8. 
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Baptized into one 
body”. (1 Cor. 12:13). At Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit baptized believers into one 
body, all who were present in the upper 
room, and, by the same act, all o-.hers 
who would believe on Christ. There are 
many fillings with the Spirit, but only 
one baptism,.as the above text illustrates. 
If. you. are united with Christ, then all 
of. Christ is for you, and is made avail- 
able. to you by the Spirit, according to 
the Scriptures.. Pray for the progress of 
the,work of God in Portugal, 
Sat.—Acts 2:37-41. 
The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Prayer SvuccEstions: “The gift of the 
Holy Ghost.” Upon acceptance of Christ 
in -the Gospel way, God gives to man 
the Holy Spirit. As Adam, by his sin, 
lost*the Spirit, so the sinner who turns 
to God from sin receives the git of the 
Holy Ghost. What Adam lost, Christ 
restores. If any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ. he is none of His. Pray for a 
mighty spreading work of grace in all 
of South” America. 
Sun.—John 1:19-34. Highest Tribute. 
Prayer Succestions: “Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” John gave this 
tribute to Christ as he saw the author 
of all being, incarnate in human form 
for our salvation from sin and death 
and hell. That he paid the Lord the 
highest tribute man can give him is 
clear from Philippians 2:5-11. Read 
these words over carefully as you 
think of the Baptist’s tribute to Christ. 
He who brought our salvation de- 
serves, and shall have all honor, glory, 
and blessing. Pray for all ministers 
of Christ. 











